ARCTIC    STORM     GROWS    GREEN   VEGETABLES
lying Polar stations will always be assured of a variety
of fresh meat, milk, butter, eggs. Flour and all preserved
foodstuffs will be brought to them by sea once a year—as
at present; and they themselves will grow a sufficient
quantity of fresh vegetables in subterranean hot-houses,
In Igarka the hot-houses are half under ground. They
are built of solid brick and are lined with wooden beams
to keep their interior temperature constant. The doors
are fur-lined; all fissures are carefully padded with cotton
wool, seaweed and textiles. They are heated by large
clay stoves with radiators running all along the walls,
The plants grow in boxes which stand on shelves under-
neath the steep glass windows to catch all the natural light
available. There is plenty of wood at hand to heat these
Aladdin's Caves. The simpler hot-houses and hot-beds in
the open air are heated by the addition of certain chemicals
to the soil besides the manure* But on Dickson5 which is a
barren island in the Arctic Ocean, fuel is costly and the drift-
wood that is fished out of the waves during the summer by
no means sufficient. There they have evolved another
method. I had fresh cucumbers, tomatoes, cauliflowers
and radishes even there—delicacies that had been reared
mainly on electricity.
A hot-house entirely enshrined in the ice—isolated against
the cold from without and the heat from within (which
might melt the surrounding wralis of frozen earth) extends
below the soil near the radio station. Its roof lies level
with the surface of the ground, and is made of thick glass.
In winter it is snowed under. Then the inside is lit with
3OO-candle-power lamps and is heated by electric radiators,
worked by windmills. Arctic storms grow green vegetables.
Reindeer culture is a separate problem within the frame-
work of this organization. Fifty years ago the American
Government bought twelve thousand reindeer from Russia
and imported them into Alaska. The herd has meanwhile
increased to a million strong. Enviously the Russians told
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